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Innovation District or Innovative City? 


Mayor Menino's proclamation that the South Boston Seaport 
District is now the Innovation District has sent Bostonians in 
search of the newest planning and urban design texts to try to 
understand what an Innovation District is and what it could 
mean in Boston. 

The three core principles as identified by the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) are urban lab (a place to 
test groundbreaking technologies of all kinds); environmental 
leadership; and shared innovation (a hub for emerging ideas). 
The BRA identified a "three-pronged approach" for the 
Innovation District: innovative jobs and businesses, both start- 
ups and mature businesses; innovative housing with "flexible 
layouts and shared spaces" at affordable prices; and innovative 
physical and social infrastructure, where collaboration can 
happen easily especially aided by educational institutions. 

These principles and prongs are too squishy to get one's arms 
around and don't go far enough to make the Innovation District 
happen. In a city like Boston of modest size, defined by its 
history and past, and infused and invigorated by educational 
and other institutions both in the city and in Cambridge, an 
Innovation District is too limiting. A district implies there are 
boundaries, limits and different operating parameters that may 
be appropriate in Barcelona with a regional population of close 
to 5 million. 

The Boston Informer suggests turning the lens away from the 
South Boston Seaport District and onto the City as a whole, 
and focusing on innovative urban approaches instead of district- 
based prescriptions. Urbanization cultivates the mind and 
creates opportunities to collaborate and solve societal problems. 


Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway 
often someone's punching bag; sometimes the punches are fair 
and mostly they’re not. Its problems stem from the irresponsible 
behavior of the State Legislature who, when mismanagement and 
cost overruns at the Big Dig became apparent, unloaded future 
costs and commitments for which they had contracted onto the 
MassPike (the Metropolitan Highway System), the MBTA and 
Massport, essentially bankrupting MassPike and the MBTA. 

As the last piece of the Big Dig was being finished, Greenway 
funding was skimped and many commitments broken. The fol- 
lowing is the basic conceptual plan agreed to by the state; fed- 
eral government, City and community groups: 

@ The North End and Chinatown parks were to be primarily 

parks for residents 

@ The northern Wharf District parks were to be active to at- 

tract visitors and residents with events and installations 
such as the carousel and Ring Fountain 

@ The southern end of the Wharf District was to be quiet parks 

with some passive attractions such as a sculpture garden 
and a cafe (opposite Rowes Wharf—but never built) 





The Age of Enlightenment was not ordained but occurred as a 
natural process, and as the city evolves, city-wide "quality of 
life" may prove to be the priority element in redevelopment, not 
an apartment with an open floor plan or new-to-Boston retail in 
one corner of the city....continued next page 


eg '‘Innovation' Across the World 
- Good cities reinvent themselves in response to crisis, technology or 
smographic shifts. Boston has been “innovating” since the Pilgrims. 
ysiui1 Was branded "copycat city" in Boston magazine in 2007, a 
humiliating moniker basically accusing the City of being the opposite of 
innovative—traditional, uncreative and unimaginative. But what cities 
are "innovative" and what are they doing that Boston is not? A sampler: 
m New York City has two asphalt plants for recycling asphalt 
w Parking meters in French towns give drivers a grace period of 
15-30 minutes 
w Central Oregon offers curbside compost pickup 
m New York City's Greener, Greater Building Plan established energy- 
efficiency laws for existing public and private buildings 
w Keene, NH, has drop boxes in the downtown for paying parking tickets 
= Croatia prohibits road construction during summer tourist months 
m New York City adopted new zoning regulations requiring shared-car 
spaces in parking garages 
m Cafes in Berlin do not give customers more than one napkin 
w London and Singapore instituted congestion pricing in the downtown core 
w Brookline delineates bus stops with paint on the pavement 
w Indianapolis has partnered with a private parking vendor to manage | 
its parking meters | 
@ Santa Monica, CA, instituted a maximum $35 one-way taxi fare to 
Los Angeles Airport inte 





@ The Fort Point Channel parks were to be major buildings 
and gardens built by the Massachusetts Horticultural Soci- 
ety but never happened, and are now beautiful gardens. 

@ Buildings were planned on the ramp parcels (6, 12 and 18). 
The YMCA, the Boston Museum and the Center for Cul- 
ture and Art all backed out of building on the ramp parcels 
for a number of reasons. 

The Greenway is still a work in progress, similar in many ways to 
Commonwealth 
Avenue in the 
1870s when the 
30-year Back Bay 
filling project con- 
cluded. Except 
for the planned 
buildings, time 
has shown the 
original concep- 
tual plan is work- 
ing as planned. 
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Innovation, cont. 


The City Council under Michael Ross convened the Citi- 
zens Committee on Boston's Future in 2010 was charged 
with coming up with ideas to make Boston, “‘a strong city,” 
even stronger. The focus was implementable citywide poli- 
cies and practices. The Committee did not focus on districts 
or buildings or whether the developer could sign up a West 
Coast version of Crate & Barrel just to be innovative. 
Recommendations focused on reforms, subsidies, 
regulation. They included funding for the arts, support 
for urban farms, limited tax relief for buildings providing 
shared-space for entrepreneurs, tax penalties for land- 
lords keeping land vacant, providing late-night transit, li- 
quor-licensing reform to provide fees for public services, 
and reforming the building process to reduce delays and 
produce linkage fees. And the perenniel favorite, recom- 
mnedations for improving regional cooperation. [See 
http://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/rappaport/research- 
and-publications/special-collections/citizens-committee- 
on-boston’s-future-report. | 
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More Building on Fan Pier/Pier 4 
— The original master plan for the 21-acre Fan Pier on 
the So. Boston waterfront included nine buildings, only 
two of which have been built. With Vertex Pharmaceutical Inc. 
moving to the Fan Pier, two $800 million buildings with over | 
million s.f. are under construction, with completion in 2013 
or 2014. Vertex plans to rent more than 1.1 million s.f. of lab 
space and office on the Fan Pier over the next 15 years. 

Vertex was enticed to the Fan Pier by a $11.8 million 
real estate tax reduction through 2018 which Vertex, not 
the owner, will pay, providing $58.1 million in additional 
City revenue over the same period. Additionally the State 
will provide $10 million in tax breaks in exchange for 
Vertex creating 500 additional full-time jobs by 2015. The 
State will also borrow $50 million in bonds to build roads, 
water, sewer and other infrastructure to be repaid by tax 
revenues from Vertex’s buildings. Any shortfall would be 
paid by the City or the developer. Developers: Fallon Co. 
and Mass. Mutual Life Insurance Co, Architects: Tsoi/Ko- 
bus and Assoc. and Elkus Manfredi Architects. 


wie -_- 


Hong Lok, Essex Street — A fier almost a de- construct an 8-story building attached to Phase iC onstruc- 
cade of inaction, the $21 million Hong Lok development on _ #0 Is expected to take 27 months. Architect: Chia-Ming 
Essex Street in Chinatown is about to begin construction. 52 Architect Inc. 

The developer, Rogerson Communities and Greater Boston 
Golden Age Center, will build 75 affordable housing units 
in two phases with Phase | including reconstruction of his- 
toric facades at 11-13 Essex St. (some facades are stored ina 
warehouse), and 
an 8-story build- 
ing to allow 
relocation of 
the tenants at 
the Golden Age 
Center. Phase 2 
will retain and 
rebuild the fa- 
cade at 25-31 
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Jackson Square — A 7-story, $30 million mixed- 
use building is about to begin construction at 225 Centre 
St. at Jackson Square, Roxbury/Jamaica Plain. The mid- 
rise 105,000 s.f. building with 103 rental units and 17,000 
s.f. of retail will be the first building of the Jackson Square 
transit-oriented development strategy initiated by Urban 
Edge Housing Corp. in the mid-1990s. The MBTA Jackson 
Square Orange Line station is adjacent to 225 Centre St. and 
the overall development will transform land cleared for In- 
terstate 95 in the 1960s. Some 400 total units are planned 
along with an indoor recreation center and more. The de- 
veloper is Mitchell Properties and the architect is ADD Inc. 






Government Center station — The MBT4’s 
State station is finally accessible and accommodates six-car 
trains. Remaining work is the critical surface-street restoration 
to make the Congress/State intersection safe again. And when 
the back-patting over this 13-year odyssey for which the MBTA 
has budgeted an astonishing $104 million is done, we can turn 
to Government Center station. The MBTA advertised for con- 
tractors to modernize and make the station accessible in 2007. 
Bids came in “45% higher” than the engineer’s estimate (later 
said to be about $20 million higher), so the bid was about $64 
million. Because of the huge disparity between the estimate and 
the bid, the MBTA chose to start over and redesign the station 
improvements. For several years the MBTA Capital Investment 
Program (CIP) listed the total budget (design, construction, utilities, 
busing, etc.) for the Government Center project at $35.6 million; 
the CIP now shows $50.65 million. The estimate for the recently 
redesigned station was $72 million. Go figure. 

However, the MBTA estimates it could save $16 million and 
15 months of construction if it were to close Government Center 
for 24 months to accelerate construction. MassDOT’s Highway 
Division is having so much success using accelerated construc- 
tion techniques in the Accelerated Bridge Program it may be 
hard for the public to accept four-year construction periods in 
the future. 


Proposed $56 million—$72 million Government Center station headhouse on City 
Hall Plaza. The MBTAisnow devoted to “form follows function” vowing notto “adopt 
structures that are architecturally significant instead of ensuring functionality, 
maintenance durability, reliability and constructability." Source: MBTA and HDR 





Déja Vu All Over Again 
From 1837-1842 Areal estate bubble fueled by easy 


credit has burst. The country is in a depression. American 
banks that financed this speculation have collapsed. The 
economy has ground to a halt. Déja vu all over again. 





@ George M. Sanborn State Transportation 
Library—at a celebration featuring elected officials, Sec. of 
Transportation, MBTA General Manager, and friends, the State 
Transportation Library at 10 Park Plaza was renamed April 21 the 
George M. Sanborn State Transportation Library and Resource 
Center after longtime librarian George Sanborn, a 37-year MBTA 
employee who wowed visitors, researchers and the media with 
his transit knowledge. Sanborn died in 2008. Rep. Liz Malia of 
Jamaica Plain filed the legislation to rename the library. 


&) Bike Share Program Update—As Groucho might 
say, “What’s a Hubway? About 40 pounds” ifit’s aregional bike share 
bike. Boston is supposed to open its 61-station bike share operation 
with 600 bikes in July. The vendor is still taking suggestions online 
for station location. Cambridge (14 stations), Somerville (6) and 
Brookline (2) will follow next year. With $85 per year membership 
a 30-minute ride is free. But don’t ride for 30 min. and spend 5 min. 
looking for a place to dock—over 30 min. will cost you $2.00. A 
slew of one-time grants has made this program cost-neutral for the 
initial three-year period but leaves in question program expansion 
and operations after three years. In Boston, developers sucking 
up to the Mayor will provide funding for stations at their projects. 
Brookline and Somerville, with fewer eager developers, could 
find expansion a challenge. See the proposed stations on a map at 
http://stations.thehubway.com. 


&) Hazardous Cargo Truck Route Study — Trucks 
carrying hazardous cargoes (gasoline, propane, etc.) are prohib- 
ited from Big Dig tunnels and currently pass through the City 
using Atlantic Avenue and Commercial Street in the North End. 
The City of Boston hired consultant Battelle to study alternative 
routes because of the inherent dangers of travel on City streets. 
Recommendations from the recently completed study suggest all 
hazardous cargo trucks (except those making local deliveries) be 
required to take Rte. 128 around Boston even though it’s longer. 
MassDOT must approve this. 


PEOPLE MOVERS 


Frank Tramontozzi, former MassDOT chief engineer, is director 
of engineering for the Quincy Center Redevelopment Project. 

Ian Bowles, former secretary of Energy and Environmental 
Affairs, to founding a new consulting and project develop- 
ment company, Rhumb Line Energy LLC. 

Vivien Li, from executive director of The Boston Harbor As- 
sociation to TBHA president. 

David Grissino AIA, 2010 winner of AIA Young Architect 
Award, from Goody Clancy to Senior Architect / Urban De- 
signer at the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA). 

Bob Kroin, former BRA chief architect, retired and started his 
own firm, Robert Kroin Architect. 

Peter Meade, former head of the [Edward M.] Kennedy 
Institute and chair of The Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Green- 
way Conservancy, is the new BRA director succeeding John 
Palmieri. 

David S. Mackey, from Massport chief legal counsel to in- 
terim Massport CEO. 

Marci Benson, formerly at URS, runs Benson Communications. 

Richard Heath has retired from Codman Square Neighbor- 

hood Development Corp. 
































Welcome to The Boston Informer 
The goal is simple: Provide concise public information 
on construction projects, planning initiatives, and what- 
ever else affects living and working in Boston. Welcome 
to The Boston Informer! 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., 
five times yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony 
Casendino; vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 

The Boston Informer is available by subscription only. $25.00 
per year (cheap!). Questions? Telephone (617) 723-7030, fax 
(617) 437-1886 or e-mail: BostonInformer@cs.com. Check us 
out on the Web at www.bostoninformer.com! 


Planning ahead, the City is providing three electric 
car charging stations near City Hall at the regular 
$1.25/hour parking rate. Electric cars are rare. 
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Q. Did the Boston City Council and the Mayor ban Seg- 


A. Not entirely. Personal use in banned on City property, 


. When will we have a supermarket in the Bulfinch 


A. Wehate todisappoint you, but the latest candidate, Stop 


. [read the MBTA's State station finally has an elevator. 


A. There are two elevators: one inside 60 State St., marked 
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You Were Asking 


Can you explain why the City allows bike rental 
companies to rent bikes on Boston Common when 
it is against Park Commission rules to ride a bike in 
any Boston park? 

No. 









ways [electric personal assistive mobility devices]? 






but Segway tours of not more than six plus the tour 
guide are allowed if the tours are licensed by the Bos- 
ton Police Dept. and follow only routes approved by 
Boston Transportation Dept. Segways are not allowed 
on sidewalks, parks or private property—only on the 
public streets and roads—and can not exceed 8 mph. 
The ordinance also allows use of Segways by persons 
with disabilities. Boston's Segway tour provider, Boston 
Glides, has filed for an injunction in Federal Court to 
stop the ordinance from taking effect. 













Triangle as was promised so many years ago? 





& Shop, has just withdrawn from the One Canal Street 
project. However, itwas reported that the grocery chain 
might consider opening a supermarket in a potential 
project by Delaware North for two 400-foot-tall towers 
with 1 million s.f. on the site of the old Boston Garden, 
but there is no start date for the project. 










Where the @#*$!#> is it? 






with a temporary sign, gives access westbound (Bow- 
doin) only. The other is in the Exchange Building (53 
State St.) and gives access to Blue Line eastbound and 
the Orange Line. With the ongoing construction it is 
hard to find. 
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Susan Lewis, Library Director 
Boston Architectural College 
320 Newbury St. 


Boston MA 02115-2703 
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